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Art as Art:    -    Melville Covan 
High School Art Teacher 

Choice: Fine Arts vs Pre- Med? 



Art as Art: 

Imaginary Oriental Landscape Circulatory Satire 



Art as Art: Study and Reflection 

These were drawn for pleasure and 
when taking a break from my studies 



Art: Draw When Words Fail 

In 1968 I examined an                 

emaciated patient before her 50 lb 

ovarian cyst was removed surgically.  

I drew her standing naked by the bed. 

This drawing and one I made of the 

cyst at surgery were kept in her chart.   

Seven months later she saw Dr. 

Gaylord Clark for a hand problem.  

He arranged for me to become a 

special student in Art as Applied to 

Medicine after seeing my drawings.  

Dr. Clark, a hand surgeon,  is also a 

medical illustrator who trained at JHU.  This Patient drawn by Max Brodel  



Art as Applied to Medicine 1969 

Ranice Crosby Brodel Pen Technique Sampler 



Transfer Copy 



Art as Applied to Medicine 

Max Brodel created the first American 

program in medical illustration and 

invented key drawing techniques.  

 

The medical illustrator's art is both a 

process and a product; it is a seamless 

synthesis of human imagination, technical 

mastery, and creative self-expression.  

 

"Max Brodel's genius was and still is the 

consummate outpouring of that special 

combination of scientific research, artistic 
knowledge, and talent." Ranice Crosby.  


